Drinking in America
jl   PARENT RAISES A CLASS of champagne to toast a newly
__1 wedded couple. Friends gather after work or on week-
JLends to talk, drink, and relax. A host produces a prized -leur to top off a special meal. These are some of the images it come to mind when one thinks about drinking in America. There are other, darker images of drinking: an intoxicated ver losing control of a car; a family argument, fueled by ohol, escalating into a bloody assault; an employee missing >rk due to increasingly frequent hangovers; a homeless man itching a bottle on a downtown street.
These images capture only part of what alcohol means in nerica. But they are enough to demonstrate an important int: drinking is a pervasive and deep-rooted feature of Amer-in life. Alcoholic beverages have been widely consumed roughout American history, despite attempts by the govern-ant and other institutions to shape or even eliminate drinking ^e Figure 1-1).
The most radical attempt by the government to influence inking in the United States came in the years 1920 to 1933, Ken the 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution brought >out Prohibition by banning the manufacture and sale of al-
»V-»n]ir bpvprapps    AlHinno-h maini-iHpc: vnt-p>H  fnr PrnhihiHnn.chnical and sci dimensions. This type of extension and guide to more tec National Research Council activities and reports is a rel; new enterprise. It symbolizes a commitment by the Nc Research Council, the National Academy Press, and the ent organizations, the National Academy of Sciences, tl tional Academy of Engineering, and the Institute of Mec to place greater emphasis on the provision of advice a: formation not only to the federal government but also to levels of government and to the public.
